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INDIVIDUAL STUDENT COPY 

Compared to an existing or even an historical world, an invented world is a much larger exercise in 
creation. Ensuring that all of your facts and factions flow together logically ends up being a kind of research 
project that crosses geography, history, economics and more. 

But fear not. As long as you address the basic bones of your created world, many of the facts will be 
assumed by your reader. For example, if your created world opens with a queen on a throne, most readers 
will extrapolate a general feudal system including courtiers, vassals, knights, etc. It’s only when your world 
differs from the general archetype that you need to be explicit in your details–and those are the ones that make 
worldbuilding fun. Let’s start with the basic bones of your world in the S.P.R.I.T.E. model and then continue 
with questions designed to identify what makes your world unique.

1. Brainstorm the societal structures of the world you’re creating. 
Try and be specific to where the majority of your story takes place.

Brainstorming a Created World

Social

Intellectual

Religious

Economic

Political

Technological
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2. Brainstorm details about your world’s social structures. 

What’s the power and social class structure?

Are there other classes, castes, or cliques?

How do the different social and economic classes feel about each other? About themselves?

Where are the inequities? How did they get that way?
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3. Brainstorm details about your world’s political structures. 

How does the government (generally) work in theory?

How does the real power structure work? Where are the conflicts? Who opposes the current leaders?

Who are the “factions?” What groups exist and why?

Who has alliances? Who are adversaries?

What does military or law enforcement look like? Who pulls the strings? 
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4. Brainstorm details about your world’s religious structures. 

What do people believe (faith and/or non-faith based)?

What is the belief system like? How do the followers get along or interact?

What are common traditions or rituals?

What do people believe that isn’t true? Is true? Debate over being true?

How important are these beliefs in day-to-day life?

Where does the belief system fit into the political system or power hierarchy?
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5. Brainstorm details about your world’s educational structures. 

Who gets educated, how, and in what?

What’s the education system like?

How is education viewed among the various social or economic classes?

What types of knowledge are highly regarded?

How are historical figures or events taught and perceived?
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7. Brainstorm details about your world’s history. 

What’s the history of this culture or world?

How did this society develop? What major event or crisis shaped it?

What are the core beliefs? How do they uphold and reject those beliefs?

What big historical event(s) affected the society, technology, or culture?

How advanced have they become? Does technology create a divide between classes or factions?
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8. Brainstorm details about your world’s economy. 

How do people make a living?

How do they get food or goods? What’s trade like?

What’s imported? Exported?

What building materials are nearby?

What are common household items made from vs. luxury items?

What are the most common jobs? Least common? Most wanted or least desired?

How does the land and geography affect food and trade? Are there unique challenges to living here?
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9. Brainstorm details about your world’s arts & culture. 

What is the purpose of art in this culture?

Who are the artists?

What status do they hold?

How prevalent is art?

What’s taboo? Common? Avant-garde?

What form does art take?

What art is valuable vs. low-class ‘peoples’ art?’

What materials do they use?
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