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Different character archetypes fulfill different roles to move the plot of a story. While not 
every story will have every one of these character types, the following appear often. 

Protagonist
The protagonist is the audience’s personal 
window into the adventure that is the story. 
During the adventure, the protagonist will leave 
the world they are familiar with and enter a new 
one. The audience experiences this new world 
through this character’s eyes, so it’s critical that 
the protagonist also acts as a mirror, reflecting 
universal human experiences.  

Antagonist
The Antagonist's function is to prevent the goal 
of the story from being met, often based on a 
world view where the antagonist believes that 
opposition to the protagonist is righteous or 
noble. While there are rare circumstances where 
a story can exist without a conscious antagonist 
(i.e. protagonist vs. nature), a well-deveoped 
antagonist is a critical element of 99% of stories.

Sidekick
The protagonist face challenges ahead too great 
to conquer alone. They’ll need someone to 
cause the distraction, break them out of the cell, 
or carry the pack. The sidekick often has traits 
that balance out the flaws of the protagonist.

Mentor
The protagonist has to learn how to survive in 
the new world, and the mentor appears to guide 
them toward the physical and emotional 
competencies needed to complete the mission. 
The gift or help given by the mentor is often 
earned by learning, sacrifice, and commitment.

Precious Child
Displaying innocence, playfulness, spontaneity, 
and creativity, the child is free of many of the 
stresses and strains of life. They can also be 
prone to naivety, ignorance, or stubbornness. 
This character role serves as someone the 
protagonist must protect, thus raising the stakes 
of the story. 

Rival
Frequently a foil for the protagonist, a rival 
is a mirror character who can be used to 
show what the hero could have become if 
fate was just a little bit different. On the 
other hand, the rival might develop a 
genuine friendship with the hero and team 
up to overcome a common threat.

Lover
Sometimes known as the partner, intimate, 
enthusiast, sensualist, or team-builder, the 
Lover seeks to be closer to the things they 
love. Thier role in the story can be to 
gather support for the protagonist or push 
them past their doubts and fears.

Herald
Heralds issue challenges and announce 
the coming of significant change. The 
herald often delivers the mythic Call to 
Adventure, sometimes in the form of an 
unexpected letter, phone call, or accident.

Trickster
The Trickster is a catalyst for change and 
their function is to disrupt. Representing 
the psychological urge to transform, a 
trickster brings doubt and suspense into a 
story. It is a mask that may be worn by any 
character and is often expressed by a 
character whose loyalty and true nature are 
in question.

Threshold Guardian
A Threshold Guardian serves to keep the 
unworthy from continuing the adventure. 
They cluster at key thresholds or cross-
roads, and can be overcome by passing 
the test or being made into an ally. Their 
function is not necessarily to stop the hero 
but to test if he or she is really determined 
to accept the challenge of change.
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INDIVIDUAL STUDENT COPY 

Your Authorial Voice
Describe your authorial Voice referencing answers from other worksheets in this module. After you’ve 
plugged in the basics, feel free to rewrite this in your own way. The end result will make great copy for 
your website, author biography, and query letters.

My name is ____________________ and I write __________________

___________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________.

I’m influenced by ___________________________________________

__________________________________________________________. 

And I care deeply about ______________________________________

__________________________________________________________.

No matter the specific subject, my stories tend to be about _________

__________________________________________________________.  

I use  _____________________________________________________ 

________________________________ to make my writing stand out.  

As I continue writing, I would love to grow into __________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

your genre and your description of your language style from the Technical Voice Analysis

things that matter most to you from the Emotional Core worksheet

things that matter most to you from the Intellectual Core worksheet

favorite narrative devices or structures from the Technical Voice Analysis

themes from the Technical Voice Analysis

(optional) any goals you have for your Voice and writing career!

Example: My name is Jenna LaRue and I write edgy horror with a comedic twist. I grew up in a family of 
painters and have always been intrigued by gothic artists, who are some of the kindest (and funniest) people on 
the planet. I love stories about misfits pushing against cultural norms, whether misunderstood fantasy monsters 
or modern goth girls with axes to grind. My characters kiss, cuss, and kill–but there’s humor in the carnage. If 
you read my work you can count on a strong female lead, punchy dialogue, and a pretty high body count. My 
readers show up for the nightmares and stick around for the chuckles.

(And who wouldn’t want to read stories from an author like that???)


